Antigenic diversity in Babesia divergens: preliminary results with three monoclonal antibodies to the rat-adapted strain.
Three murine monoclonal antibodies were raised against the rat-adapted strain of Babesia divergens. In the indirect fluorescent antibody test (IFAT) the monoclonals did not react with B microti or B bovis. The monoclonals in IFAT gave high titres with the rat-adapted strain of B divergens, but showed variable reactivity with field isolates of the parasite indicating antigenic diversity in this parasite. Two of the monoclonals, as ascitic fluid, were protective against the rat-adapted strain in splenectomised rats.